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All the remaining passages quoted by the editor from
different sources, including the Skanda-Purdpa edited by him, only
give an impreasion that there is an ymEurE:;ng by the name of Skanda,
but they certeinly do not offer sufficient evidence to prove that
the Safihitds constitute that Upapurdna. Hazra, who made a critical
survey of the entire Upapyzana literature, has conclusively shown
that the third Upapugrdna sometimes called Skanda is only another
name of Nanda (or Nandl) - a S3kta-Upapurdna - which is now lost,'®

[pp. 5-6]
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Takiny into account what the Sathitds have to say on
this topic, it is beyend doubt that they consider themselves as
belonging to the Mahapurdna: i) The 3hta_Sathitf in the first
chapter of its ﬁmqg, hefore proceediny to specify
the 3athitSs constituting the Skapda-Purdna, mentiona the name of
this Pyrdna in the list of Mahipuramas only and not in that of
M:g')};a_grzo 11) The Skapda-Puriina is generally assigned the
thirteenth position among the eiyhteen Mahdpurdnag and the $afkara-
Safthitd clearly states that the six SathitSs belong to the
Skapda-Purdna which is the thirteenth in order;2! 1ii) MIahavamantrl,
the commentator of the S{ta-Sathita, also writes that the Samhitds
enlisted by the text are the divisions of the thirteenth Purdna
known as Skanda.2? thereby confirming that the Safhitis were
considered to be an integral part of the Skapda-Mabapugdna as early
as the 14th century A.D. Hazra also endorses the view that though
the Khanda division of the Skanda-Purana is supported by the
Faradiva-Purdna, its real digision seems to have been made into six
Sahitds, Sapatkumiira, etc., and that the Khandas which constitute
the Bombay edition of the Skapda-Pupana originally belonged to one
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or other of these Sahhjités. [pp. 7-8]

16 R.c.Hazra, Studies in the Upapugdnas, vol.II, pp.476-78.
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